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PREFACE. 


Seven  years  since  (this  mode  of  calculation  makes  tis  think  tliat 
our  first  grey  hair  may  not  be  far  off)  vvc  addressed  the  public — or, 
at  least,  our  public,  the  women  of  the  British  Isles — in  No.  1  of  the 
Englishwoman’s  Domestic  Mailvzine. 

Seven  has  always  been  held  to  be  a  mysterious  figure.  It  is 
supposed  to  exercise  a  singularly  powerful  influence  on  the  animal 
system.  It  h.os  been  used — and  misused,  probably — in  all  kinds  of 
aldacadabraic  combinations;  and  seven  times  seven,  and  seventy 
times  seven  years,  were  favourite  periods  with  those  who  lived  in 
times  of  yore. 

Possibly,  then,  having  passed  through  the.  first  seven  years  of 
its  existence,  our  child,  whose  initials  are  E.  D.  M.,  may  feel  the 
potent  spell  working  on  its  destiny.  And  verily  do  we  think  it  is 
so ;  fur  it  seems  to  us  that  it  possesses  a  strength  beyond  its  years, 
and  a  comeliness  beyond  its  compeers  and  companions,  and  we 
shouldn’t  be  surprised  if  future  editors,  who  have  yet  to  learn  how 
to  “square  at  existence,”  will,  in  seventy-times  seven  years,  etill 
serve  the  interests  of  the  representatives  of  those  for  whom  now  it 
is  our  chiefest  pleasure  to  labour. 

“  Well,  sir,”  we  fimey  we  hear  some  of  our  fair  readers  say, 
“  we  own  you  have  hitherto  done  your  devoir,  you  have  performed 
your  promises  (and  that  is  something  in  these  ^ys),  you  have  also 
told  us  a  little,  just  a  little,  of  what  we  didn’t  know  before — ^but 
this  latter  remark,  mind,  Mr.  Editor,  is  in  perfect  confidence ; — but 
what  are  we  to  expect  for  the  future  ?” 

Undoubtedly,  Ladies,  it  is  quite  fair  to  ask  the  question,  and  we 
will,  with  your  permission,  trace  out  a  few  of  our  arrangements  for 
the  Eighth  Volume  of  the  Englishwoman’s  Domestic  Magazine. 

L 

“  Mignon  ;  on,  the  Step-daughteu.”  A  'falc  from  the  French 
of  M.  J.  T.  de  Saint  Germain,  Author  of  the  “  Story  of  a  Pin,”  &c. 
Illustrated. 


I 


A  series  of  life-like  Stories,  called  “  Aunt  Margaret  and 
By  the  Author  of  “  Four  Days  at  Violet  Cottage,”  &c.  Illustrated. 

III. 

“  The  Englishwoman  in  London."  Being  a  Lady’s  account  of 
various  scenes  of  interest  in  the  metropolis  of  which  she  has  been  a 
witness.  Illustrated. 

IV. 

“Tales  of  the  Operas,”  including  “Satanella;  or,  the  Power 
of  Love,”  “The  Crown  Diamonds,"  “  Masaniello,”  “  Der  Freischutz," 
“  II  Puritani,”  “  Norma,”  &c. 

V. 

“Poets:  their  Lives,  Songs,  and^Homes."  Showing  where 
they  lived,  how  they  lived,  and  what  they  wrote,  with  Illustrations 
of  their  Homes  and  Dwellings. 

VI. 

“  Wh.at  We  Think  of  It  ;  or,  a  Woman’s  Opinions  on  the 
Topics  of  the  Day.” 

VII. 

“Ajiongst  the  Americans;  or,  Mississippi  Sketches.”  By 
Friedrich  Gcrstacker.  Illustrated. 


“  Poesy  of  the  Passions  ;  or,  Quotations  from  the  Poets  on 
the  Feelings  and  Affections.” 

IX. 

“  Fashions  and  Work-Taule,"  including  all  the  new  Dresses 
and  new  Bonnets,  with  Diagrams  and  Patterns  for  making  Dresses, 
&c.,  and  all  the  new  Patterns  for  Fancy  Work. 

X. 

“Domestic  Recipes,  and  Things  Worth  Knowing.”  Tried 
and  tested,  gathered  from  all  parts  of  Great  Britain.  We  shall  be 
exceedingly  obliged  to  any  lady  who  will  spare  a  few  moments  to 
write  out  for  us  some  of  her  choice  recipes,  and  thus  make  the 
Englishwoman’s  Domestic  Magazine  a  means  whereby  her 
knowledge  and  skill  may  be  communicated  to  the  world  for  the 
benefit  of  all. 

•  Here,  then,  have  we  sketched  out  some  of  the  contents  which 
we  propose  for  the  forthcoming  Volume,  and  make  bold  to  hope 
that  the  good  wishes  and  valuable  support  of  our  thousands  of  fair 
patronesses  will  not  be  wanting  during  the  further  progress  of  the 
Englishwoman’s  Dosiestic  Magazine. 


London,  18,  Bottrtrie  Strtef,  April,  1859. 
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